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Ch 2 Anthropology of a Season:  
The Creation of the Summer through Tourism 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7: Bye Bye Summer 
“Summer” walks away while “Fall,” “Winter,” 

and “Spring” all say “Bye…Bye”   
(Hawadis 1963b: 33) 
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“Clouds are thoughts without words”   
 (W. Mark and Strand 1999) 

 
 
A widely circulated weekly newspapers in Egypt, Al Hawadis, warned in 1963: "Beirut is the same 

prostitute during the day, as at night, especially after this prostitute removes her makeup, then 

everyone can see the reality" (Hawadis 1963a: 20-21). The article lamented the country’s loss of 

innocence over the years: “this virgin has turned into a hooker or a prostitute woman, that charms 

anyone from afar, however this charm will be replaced with amazement and disdain if you 

approach it" (ibid).   How might we interpret regional criticisms of Lebanon (or international 

praise) that often relegated the country to a sexualized register, embedded through ideas of 

tourism?1 How was Lebanon more blatantly 

eroticized and sexualized from the 1950s 

onwards through conceptions of tourism? 

During this period one guide noted that 

Lebanon, from all of Mediterranean, was 

being converted into a “Pleasure Periphery 

of Europe and, to a lesser extent, of oil-rich 

Arabs” (Turner and Ash 1975: 100). What 

kind of pleasure, and for whom?  

Figure 8: Getting Ready  
(Hawadis 1963c: 3) 
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 One year prior in Al Hawadis, ran a cartoon in which a woman (“Beirut”) is applying makeup 

as a tourist arrives outside. The caption warned the reader about the superficial allure and promise 

of tourism: “to those who think that tourism is 

the makeup on the face of an unmarried 

woman.” The man, almost pimp-like, 

exasperatedly said: “Hurry up…get dressed and 

look beautiful, a tourist is on his way.” Three 

pages later there was a full-page advertisement 

for the cabaret show, The Parisian, at the newly 

built Casino du Liban. In the background of the 

image a man lurks, awkwardly, behind a light 

pole (Hawadis 1962:20). These are just two 

examples that illustrate something common in 

the press, and larger of narratives Lebanon: a 

climate of sexualized energy – both fantasized 

and vilified. 

 This chapter pivots back in time to explore 

the conditions, phenomena, and contexts that gave rise to such an atmosphere. This chapter queries 

the interrelationship of “summering” ( فایطصا )، “tourism,” )حایس( , and the senses, through a 

seemingly simple concept: a season. An Anthropology of a Season, as this chapter is entitled, is a 

first step towards a genealogy of how tourism was woven together by notions of pleasure, bodily 

stimulation, and how desires were ascribed to Lebanon. I argue here that the summer in Lebanon 

Figure 9: Casino Corner 
(Hawadis 1962: 20) 
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was constructed as: an economy, a flow of visitors, and a series of emotions - as well as an 

emerging sensibility and lifestyle around leisure travel and pleasure seeking.  

 Other chapters in this dissertation are highly concerned with issues of gender, and 

specifically non-normative male sexuality, but this chapter explores a vital (and under-theorized) 

role of sensuality that contributes to the erotic and sexualized nature of place making. I hope to 

open a space to think about the senses, body, and mobility that does not over privilege, nor conflate, 

bodily pleasure and desire with “sex.”  Through the historical context of Lebanon this chapter 

problematizes a gap in studies of tourism worldwide: how can we understand a legacy of sensuality 

that prefigures, and is an important antecedent, to questions of sexuality? How is the role of 

pleasure conceptualized and framed throughout the decades 1880s-1950s? In order to begin to 

address the initial question of how seemingly simply to eroticize Lebanon it was in the 1960s-

1970s, one must take a step back to understand how the senses were built into the mobility-for-

pleasure industry and how sensibilities from earlier eras were realized through the summer. The 

sensual register crossed into and dabbled in the erotic, even though it might not have been overtly 

sexual.  To query increasing sexualization from early tourism we are well instructed to remember 

Bataille’s work (and life), in which eroticism exceeds sexuality (Bataille 2011). How can we think 

historically about eroticism, without conflating it into sexuality, especially since “we late moderns 

have lost this dilution” between the two (Winnubst 2007: 83).2  

 What I mean by sensuality in this analysis is a capacity for sensation. How do our bodies 

serve as were registers of inputs and feedbacks through our senses (Merleau-Ponty 1964; Merleau-

Ponty 2004; Seremetakis 1994)? By sensibility I mean how someone reacts to these sensations. 

Reactions register a perception, an ability to apprehend, or a reaction to these sensual moments. It 

is the appreciation of these emotions or aesthetics that led to certain notions, such as: Lebanon 
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being a location of refined, modern, or uninhibited experiences (Merleau-Ponty 2004; Howes 

2009; Ranciere 2006; Panagia 2009; Todd 1986). The methods of this chapter examine outputs of 

the tourism industry - guides, travelogues, memoirs, journalistic accounts - in English, French, and 

especially Arabic sources. How these media were distributed or understood is not under inquiry 

here, as the message is less important than trying to think across the decades about how these 

materials built up tourism and pleasure mobility through the summer in scales. The power of these 

types of media lay “not so much in their ideological effects, but in their ability to create affective 

resonances independent of content or meaning,” and as such, they were part of the elements that 

produced a cloud of excitement around tourism in this season (Shouse 2005) 

 Chambers writing on Said noted that our lives are trapped in the narratives and “boundaries 

of imaginary geographies in which what is available is not the truth as an absolute, a-historical 

measure of the world, but a constructed series of representations” (Chambers 2008: 10). Thus, the 

taste of the food on the picnic by the springs, the crowds at the beauty pageants, the breeze on the 

veranda of the summer night, or the sound of the roulette wheel spinning3 - all point to a cloud of 

senses in the summer, in the mountains, which was accessible to few, but known to many. 

Representations index what the body did, but in so doing construct, value, and imagine how the 

summer lends itself towards a “structure of a feeling” through the senses (Williams 1975: 63) This 

was realized through, by, and on the body - mirroring one’s presence on the body of the nation. 

For that reason, the summer economy was the building of an ecology for an experience through 

gardens, verandas, resorts and hotels - selling them around a period of “free” time and the 

auspicious alignment of the seasons, school year, and sun.  

 The sequences of this chapter build a momentum though interlocking narratives. It starts by 

historicizing the mountains, which were unique to Lebanon in the region, which gave rise to the 
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possibility for this season.  From this emerged a rhythm of arrivals through a cyclicality of the 

year, but also an increasing tempo and anticipation in the industry that surrounded the summer.  In 

the final part I examine how this in turn produced certain sense experiences available in Lebanon 

– but more importantly - sensibilities of place that became profound for imaginations of Lebanon. 

Through a distribution of the sensible (Ranciere 2013) - or what I refer to throughout this chapter 

simple as an imagined sensibility – it underlined the “conditions of possibility for perception, 

thought, and activity, what it is possible to apprehend by the senses” (Bornowsky 2015).   This 

season was framed by the months and days of the year, but marked by a changing duration, 

intensity, and set of expectations of this place. As the number of visitors spending the summer 

increased, so too did revenues and the infrastructures of transport to/within Lebanon. Yet, as the 

chapter concludes, the contingencies for whom this was a destination, versus an imagination, was 

(and still is) always in flux. 

 Finally, while the Gregorian calendar marks Summer from June 21-September 22 this 

chapter proceeds like a cloud that floats across the years/decades.  It collects, thickens, condenses, 

as issues coalesce within it. This constellation of concerns is inspired by how an anthropology of 

a season might take shape regarding changing forms of leisure, “tourism,” and movement. This 

chapter should not be read as the history of summering in Lebanon, nor of the broader tourism 

industry, but simply as one vista from which one can observe the changing sky, shadows, and 

landscape.  The clouds form, join, and grow - the winds blow which render these tangible clouds 

weak. The sky leaves us with memories of the shapes which they once held and the shadows they 

cast. Summer in Lebanon was (and is) a time of many temporalities, of business practices, anxieties 

of conflict, personal indulgences, and changing meanings through movement.  
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“A cloud is never a mirror”   
"Clouds are in love with horizons" 

“Clouds vanish before they are named”  
"Words about clouds are clouds themselves"  

“Clouds are thoughts without words” 
“Clouds of the sea smell of the sea”  

   “Clouds are slaves of wind”   
(W. Mark and Strand 1999: various)   

 
 
 
 
 
II.  Summer as a Mountain 
 
 In 1925, a guidebook entitled “Lebanon: The Ideal Summer Resort,” was published by the 

Commission du Tourisme et de la Villegiature with the support of General Sarail, the acting French 

Military Commissioner in Lebanon. The opening passage of the book set this scene: 

With the advent of the regular motor car services across the desert, a hitherto 
undreamt of summer station is put within easy reach of the inhabitants of Iraq. The 
Mountains of Lebanon, surnamed "Miniature Switzerland" rising from sea level to 
well above 6000 feet, offer a full variety of sites, climes and scenery, so that the 
intending visitor can suit his tastes (Government of Greater Lebanon 1925: 4). 
 

 This particular guide was likely produced for colonial agents and elites from across the 

region. Like other guidebooks and promotional materials, it presented a message of Lebanon with 

crafted clarity: a summer destination within easy reach that contained something desirable, unique, 

and exotic. The historian Hitti noted that Lebanon was "long a favorite summer resort” in the 

region (Hitti 1951: 501) and Haddad remarked that this time of year “thousands of families from 

Beirut leave the damp and warm climate of the city to spend the summer season in the neighboring 

villages; thousands of others poured in from the neighboring countries: Syria, Iraq, and Egypt’ 

(1952: 76-77). The importance of this “season” rests on a characteristic which was unique of 

Lebanon in the wider region, the mountains.4  



Jared McCormick  Writing Sample 

 

 What developed through technological advancements of mobility in these decades was an 

equation: Lebanon = Mountains. Promotion materials in guidebooks and travelogues all touted the 

“natural” beauty bestowed on this small piece of land: the coasts, springs, but more than anything, 

the mountains. “Lebanon is the highest and most rugged part of Syria … because of its unrivaled 

scenery and salubrious climate” (Fuleihan 1929: 11). An Egyptian travelogue in Arabic from 1911 

remarked that the mountains were an important source of wealth for the country, they were 

“crowded in the summer” and many came seeking “healing” (Ali 1911: 36)5 The mountains 

became a symbol of the nation, especially in literature (Hayek 2015).6 A travelogue in 1830 

recommended that on the way to Palestine one might pass through Smyrna (Izmir), but it was 

impertinent to stop in Lebanon “so as to pass the summer months in some cool place”  (Duane et 

all, 1830: 303). The “cool place” was the mountains around Beirut where an air, atmosphere, and 

ambience was developing through a season made possible by these mountains. 

 Estivage, فايطصا , or Summering was a foundational part of what would later become the 

“tourism” industry in Lebanon.  Before WWI, WWII, and after Independence, an ever increasing 

numbers of visitors spent portions of the summer season in Lebanon.  As the summer approached 

the annual “influx of Egyptians, Palestinians, Iraqis and Lebanese from the Coastal regions, 

[arrived] to the fresh and soothing mountains of Lebanon” (Mujai’s 1945: 1). In Europe, estivage 

was first possible only by upper classes as a way to escape heat, enjoy the summer, and change 

scenery. Switzerland’s growing summer tourism economy expanded from the 1830s (Towner 

1985) as Europeans flocked to Switzerland to partake of the mountains and absorb the healthy 

climate. Switzerland’s summer visitor economy mirrored the development of its winter season, for 

which it became better known in the mid-19th century due to winter sports (Barton 2014: 16). 
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Switzerland was continually mentioned in Lebanon as a guide, metaphor, and beacon for the 

country, especially in regards to tourism and nature.7  

 Switzerland was metaphorically, ideologically, and religiously a powerful way to direct an 

imagination of the future - but also to constitute a present.  Some fervent individuals were intent 

to construct a path of Lebanon parallel to Switzerland, perhaps most well-known among them, 

Tabet (1924)8. Others called it the “Switzerland of the East” (Sawda 1919: 210) and hoped that 

with government support “Lebanon will be to the Near East as Switzerland is at present to Europe” 

(Fuleihan 1929: 6). These comparisons between Switzerland and Lebanon forced a likeness, trying 

to craft Lebanon in the same mold of its mountainous European cousin.  Yet, I would argue the 

operant sentiment was to make Lebanon index what Switzerland was to Europe, but in the regional 

context of the Middle East. Haqqi, writing in 1914, claims that: Lebanon will “become for the East 

what Switzerland is for the West” (Haqqī 1918 cited from Issawi 1988: 85-86). Lebanon was 

situated - given an orientation and direction - that shaped emergent visions of the nation as it was 

being built (Salibi 2003; Firro 2003; Hakim 2013). As part of this chapter will argue, this season 

helped channel emotions and desires around what this place would become in the summer 

when/where these bodies met.  These sentiments oriented Lebanon relationally to the “West,” and 

regionally to neighboring countries as an access to that. 

 Historically the mountains were a refuge in Lebanon for safety, comfort, and prosperity. 

Emir Chehab II built his summer palace Beiteddine at the turn of the 18th century (which today is 

officially the President’s summer residence). The Maronite Patriarch would likewise spend the 

summer in Deman in the 19th century (American Seecedar Association 1886: 26). Christian 

missionaries, along with the renowned Eli Smith, who were working to establish what would later 

become the American University of Beirut, summered in Bhamdoun.  The missionaries’ departure 
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from Beirut was referred to as their “summer flight” to the mountains (Robinson 1856).  An 

English guidebook remarked that “many of the Europeans settled at Beirut remove[d] to ‘Alieh, 

Bhamdun, or other heights of Lebanon for the summer months, where they sometimes camp in 

tents” (Baedeker 1906: 441). A monastery in the North of the country, Besharre, was staffed by 

religious members who were to “wait on travelers to supply their wants, and thus to gain a claim 

for bakhshish [tips],” in effect, acting as seasonal support to religious visitors in the 1850s 

(Baedeker 1906: 103). 

 For those who were able, the choice to ascend from the coast was also motivated by concerns 

of health and comfort, especially from the heat. An elite Lebanese warned in 1854 of the dangers 

of “brain-fever and sometimes death” by staying in Beirut during the summer (Riskallah: 55). 

Travelogues abound with such notes that the “climate” in the mountains surrounding Beirut was 

“healthy” and the air “delicious” in the summer (Churchill 1853: 149). while the heat in the 

mountains was “moderate even in the height of summer” (Baedeker 1906: 282). Sickness and 

disease, such as outbreaks of cholera, were strong factors in summer mobility; there were continual 

swells of people leaving Beirut for the surrounding mountains. In 1865, from a population of 

60,000, nearly 20,000 fled Beirut in the summer for nearby villages given health concerns 

(Vincent-Barwood 1991).  Threats such as scarlet fever, typhoid, cholera, would sweep through 

the population in this season of warmth and humidity, in an urbanizing city marked by closer 

contact (Hanssen 2005: 119; Issawi 1988: 52-54; Scheid 2005: 248-250; Himadeh 1936: 45) 

 Yet by the start of the 20th century, escaping an outbreak of one of these illnesses in the 

village refuge had become more difficult as Beirut and the mountains “began to merge into one” 

(Hanssen 2005: 126). It was this summer season that then began to unite various imaginations of 

place, physical movement, and bodily experiences. The inherent geography and climate made 
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Lebanon a “summer resort for the Middle East in general and for the Arab countries in particular” 

(Ashi 1948: 1).  Lebanon had to play host to neighbors during this “summer season” (Abu-Izzeddin 

1945: 1) and it was a “natural summer resort for Syria, Mesopotamia, Karamania [southern 

Turkey], and Egypt" (Issawi 1988: 84).    A guidebook from the Company for Summering in 

Lebanon, noted (with great poetic license) that Mount Lebanon had been a “summering location 

for Egyptians since the era of the Pharaohs” (Dalil 1923: 10). It is as though Lebanon became host 

simply because they had the best house to throw a party. 

 In the travel writing in Arabic and by Western travelers there is an exotification, 

orientalization, and fetishization of aspects of the country, especially the mountains. The Baedeker 

guide in 1876 noted “the entrance to the bay of Beirut is magnificent. In the background towers 

the majestic Lebanon, with the snow-clad Sannin.” (437).  Here “Lebanon” was equated directly 

with a chain of mountains.9 Leary writing in 1913 was amazed by the hues of the mountains noted 

that: 

I have traveled since [Lebanon] in many lands; I know the beauty of Amalfi's cliffs, 
the rich tints of the southern coast of Spain, the mystic alpenglow on the snow-clad 
peaks of Switzerland and the delicate opalescence of the Isles of Greece; but I have 
never seen — I never expect to see — another glory of earth which can compare 
with the wondrous coloring of the mountains of Lebanon (Leary 1913: 2, my 
emphasis). 
 

 The well-known Mt. Sannin is not the highest point in Lebanon but it was poised as such, 

and served as a focal point in writing and photography as it overlooked Beirut. Historically it 

supplied the majority of Beirut’s water through Nahr al Kalb (Dog River) (Gunn 2004a). One 

missionary remarked sailing away from Lebanon: ”White (Mt) Sunnin, standing upon the sea, 

crowned with a diadem of stars" (The Christian Work and the Evangelist 1906: 528). The “diadem 

of stars” that encircled the mountain was in the sky; the diadem surrounding Beirut was the 

presence of these villages crowning the capital.    
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 In English sources there is a repetition of a specific sonnet from a “native” poet that spread 

across decades in travel writing. All of the sources named him as a “local” figure and claimed that 

his poem said: 

   The Sannin carries winter on his head,  
 Spring upon his shoulders,  
 And autumn in his bosom,  
 While summer lies sleeping at his feet."  

    (Aiton 1854: 293; Tait 1856: 294; Nelson 1965: 22; Leary 1913: 5).10 
 
 This points to the diversity of seasons to be had, whatever climate one desired. In the summer 

one could climb the landscape, out of Beirut, up off up the coast and to the appropriate point, “they 

may choose their own temperature, and not only this, but also gratify their own peculiar fancy with 

regard to scenery” (Rizakallah 1854: 55).  The summer was a gateway to the many different senses, 

scenes, and landscapes. The forms of this recycled poem changed but remained similar. While not 

verbatim, a similar sentiment was expressed by National Geographic in 1923: “the natives say that 

the Lebanon has summer in its lap, spring on its bosom, and winter on its head, and by moving up 

the slopes one can find the temperature desired. Rich Egyptians come this way in summer and 

there are gaming places in Lebanon that rival Monte Carlo” (National Geographic Society 1923: 

1922). And so the seasons, and sensations, were mapped on our bodies just as they were on the 

body of the nation, offered something for everyone. One climbed it to the desired point and enjoyed 

it. “It” here being the opaque desire built into and implied through the growing mobility-for-leisure 

industry, which was trading expectations and imaginations all across the world.11 Beirut developed 

down below, as the mountains emerged in new meaning above - as if puberty reshaped the 

landscape, outlook, and appearance of the nation.  The summer season was a metaphoric and real 

path into the mountains: to a location, a time, and sets of expected experiences of place. A much 

larger question emerges here: how Lebanon became feminized within the region? As the nation 
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developed so too did the narrative and imagination of Lebanon that linked these mobilities to 

sensualized notions of the land, softness, sweetness, and the developing female body of the nation.  

 One could hope to experience the water, air, and views in these mountains. Lebanon was 

“gifted” with “nature and sun” which made it a “summering and a resort for health and beauty 

compared to other countries such as Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, and even beyond” (Zakour 1934: 7). 

By Lebanese Independence (1943) there were an “abundance of health and amusement amenities,” 

and Lebanon enjoyed “a relatively monopolistic position, in that region of the world, as a holiday, 

educational and health, resort. It receives every year thousands of visitors” (Badre 1950: 39).  

Another writer noted that “one of the advantages of this warm humid weather in Beirut is the 

presence of summering centers in the mountains nearby, which Beirutis, Egyptians, Iraqis and 

Palestinians resort to, in order to enjoy its temperate climate and its cold and fresh water, its fresh 

air” (Jamil 1948: 91). This real climate centered on comfort and nature but indexed other socialites 

developed through constructed atmospheres. 

 In the summer the mountains became more readily accessible by trains and later cars.12  The 

symbiotic relationship between urbanizing Beirut and the mountains was mirrored by the ebb and 

flow of this season, as well as by the bodies that migrated, were stimulated and soothed by it. The 

physical ability to access these villages became easier as carriage roads from the mid 19th century 

were built (Philipp and Schäbler 1998; Philipp and Schumann 2004) but the “principal villages” 

were quite close to Beirut (Playfair and Murray 1882: 8). Likewise, the railroad to Damascus, 

completed in 189513, stopped on the slope of the mountain at various summer resorts, lending 

greater accessibility and connectivity. The price of land around these railroad stops between Beirut 

and Damascus increased up to 5x between the turn of the century until WWI (Issawi 1988: 85-86). 

At the same time monasteries and churches, as some of the largest landholders in Lebanon, began 
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to develop “summer facilities” for summering (Khalaf 2014). Infrastructural developments not 

only allowed the practice of summering to expand, but were co-constitutive as reasons to expand 

electricity grids, roads, railroad tracks, telephone wires, and pipes, as more visitors arrived.  This 

infrastructure attracted more visitors through the trappings and comforts of modernity, while toting 

the nation as modern because of these exact developments which then provided for these new 

consumers.  After the completion of the railroad between Egypt and Syria a “flood” of Egyptians 

began to “invade Lebanon and showered it with money annually” in the summer (Sawda 1919: 

210).14 The railroad changed spatial and temporal imaginations of place, especially as it put many 

locations within reasonable reach (Schivelbusch 1986). 

While trains initially expanded mobility in the mountains, greater connections were 

facilitated between Beirut and the villages in the coming decades by automobiles and paved roads. 

In 1914, before the French Mandate, Lebanon had a “network of roads, totaling 1200 Kilometers, 

for an area of only 400 square kilometer of arable land" and the future of the mountains in Lebanon 

“undoubtedly lies with summer tourism” which would be possible by the growth of the automobile 

(Issawi 1988: 85-86).15 The arrival of the automobile to Lebanon was noted as such to an American 

audience in 1923: “up the winding roads there now climb motor cars of all shapes and sizes. There 

are many commuters in summer time and each night the tired business man leaves the hot coast 

and takes the business man's special to the cool retreat of Aleih or Suk-el-Gharb.” (National 

Geographic 1922: 1923 my emphasis).   A large portion of tourist guidebooks were dedicated to 

mileage charts, road descriptions, maps, and new mobilities through the automobile. The creation 

of paths unified the nation through statecraft; and shaped the direction of the emergent tourism 

industry (see Hom 2015).  
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 By 1952, Haddad noted the huge built expansion over the last 30 years in which “entire 

villages have been built up with their hotels, casinos and houses for rent. A remarkable network 

of asphalt roads connects dozens of villages in little towns with each other in this region” (76). But 

Beirut and the surrounding mountains were holding hands - parts of the same connected body that 

was developing in tandem. At this same time, Beirut was marked by a greater consolidation of 

power, prestige, and population (Hanssen 2005; Fawaz 1983; Kassir 2010). As Edward Said 

remarked, “the Lebanese mountains - but not Beirut, the capital - were an almost inevitable 

summer destination” (Said 2001). The merchant class growing trade in the Eastern Mediterranean 

had magnetized Beirut and the surrounding hills (Khuri-Makdisi 2010; Gates 1989; Tabak 2010). 

From the turn of the century, as Beirut rapidly urbanized, these changes overflowed to surrounding 

villages that altered the urban/rural relationships (Verdeil 2010). The summer season marked the 

construction of substantial links to mountain villages.  Bodies moved for pleasure: from urban 

Beirut and from the larger region. The growing diaspora came back with children during school 

breaks and time was linked by more than just the summer season. As Williams notes in The 

Country and the City, a co-constitutive relationship develops in which a city advances in 

conjunction with rural areas in terms of their mutual meaning and imagination to one another 

(1973). Summering was a way in which the mountains around Beirut developed, often in the image 

of what they represented to the urban center of Beirut, as a compliment and contrast to the city. 

There was a powerful draw of “rural,” “village,” and “nature” steeped in flavors of authenticity in 

these areas. The mountains were the contrast to the coastal/urban areas. A symbiosis emerged: 

mountains/Beirut, village/city, and rural/urban. One might suggest that these mountain resorts 

developed peripherally, flanking Beirut - or one might argue they developed overlooking Beirut 

from above, casting a wide shadow. As the nation was split from Syria, and consolidated,16  the 
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cedar would grace various iterations of the flag over time (Salibi 2003). While it became a symbol 

of the state, the mountains were the means of holding the right climate. 

 
III. Summer as a Rhythm 

 

 These graphs from the Ministry of Finance are made intentionally small so be illegible to 

read with precision (1963: 55 & 62). The exact numbers are not clear, nor important in this 

analysis, but from the years they illustrate a cyclicality. The first figure on the left illustrates the 

“seasonal fluctuations” of passengers arriving/departing yearly in Lebanon from 1952-1962. The 

second figure shows the growing number of arriving passengers at the new Beirut Airport during 

the same period. The peaks on these graphs correspond to the summer and visualize the surge of 

yearly arrivals. They illustrate a growing industry but also icons on the slopes of the mountains 

where many would dwell during these months. 

Henri Lefebvre is perhaps best known for his work on space and everyday life (Lefebvre 

1974), but much of his later interests centered on time, and the relationship between these concepts 

(Lefebvre 2004). He noted that: “everywhere where there is interaction between a place, a time 

Figure 10: Ministry of Finance Summer Mountains I 
(Littoral 1965: 120) 

Figure 11: Ministry of Finance Summer Mountains II 
 (Littoral 1965: 120) 
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and an expenditure of energy, there is rhythm.” (2004: 15).  In light of this insight, we might 

suggest that the summertime in Lebanon coalescenced through many factors and forces, but was 

realized through an unpredictable (and hopeful) frequency in a rhythm. These rhythms imply “the 

relation of a time with space, a localized time, or if one wishes, a temporalized place” (Lefebvre, 

Kofman, and Lebas 1996: 230). Summer became a temporalized place through sets of practices 

particular to summering, tourism, agriculture, and emigration. As such, the summer is a powerful 

analytic from which to examine temporalities, but perhaps more importantly the tempos and 

intensities of interconnected rhythms in order to highlight the changing affective meteorology of 

leisure mobility in Lebanon.  

 As in many locations around the world, the cycles of rural life were historically based on 

agriculture, weather, water, and sun. In the context of Lebanon, Khater noted changes in 

conceptions of time in villages after 1850 through modernization and technologies that altered 

rural relationships (1999).  He posited that village time, connected to planting certain crops, 

structuring daily tasks, or preparing for the coming agriculture season, changed as the means of 

production developed in the Levant (Khater 1999:132). Migration between the seasons was natural 

and many men left their mountain villages for work in the winter at lower elevations, or a peasant 

family would send their daughter to be a servant in Beirut during the winter (Fuller 1961: 89-90).  

Summer signaled a movement to higher altitudes and many Lebanese would return to their villages 

from Beirut and/or for the growing season. 17  Tannous writing on the history of Beshmizzine, in 

the Koura region, notes that around 1900 “almost every family, or some of its members,” take up 

residence in the vineyard or orchard in order to work the land (1940: 101). This “temporary, partial 

migration” was necessary for gaining one’s livelihood from agriculture and was permitted by the 

changing season (ibid). If summer was the growing season, then the mountains, springs, and 
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altitude, were keys given to those who lived in Lebanon, provided by nature to sustain them in the 

summer.   

 Depending on where one sits geographically, summer signals a time of abundance, reaping 

harvests, and at times, enjoyment. As decades passed more privileged individuals had greater free 

time, excess income, and technology sufficient to cross the world in short order.18 The meanings 

of this season expanded beyond the productive junctures of working the land and became linked 

more with movement and leisure (Löfgren 2002, Adler 1989). The “industrialization of time and 

space,” which happened through the development of worldwide railroads, allowed for a far greater 

scale of mobility and meanings through movement (Schivelbusch 1986). Summer became 

associated more often with “free” time and enjoyment. Yet in order to conceptualize “free time,” 

Adorno reminds us, we must remember how it is “shackled to its contrary,” namely “unfree time,” 

or periods “occupied by labor” (Adorno 2005: 187). This interrelationship of work and leisure 

were sides of the same calloused & soft hand, for as much as “industrial capitalism not only created 

work,” notes Fulcher, “it also created ‘leisure’ in the modern sense of the term” (Fulcher 2004: 

8).19  

In the 1800s the mountains around Beirut were well known for silk production. In 1873, 

82.5 percent of all Lebanese exports were silk that was sent to Europe (Khater 2001; Gates 1989). 

This luxury item became more available from Japan and China as a synthetic fabric, through the 

relatively new Suez Canal, and a seismic collapse in the worldwide silk prices ensued.  This caused 

a major upheaval in the economic order of Lebanon as this commodity was a foundational and 

lucrative industry in the mountains of Lebanon (Khater 2001, also see Arsan 2014).  The downfall 

of the silk economy was cataclysmic. It precipitated massive movements of Lebanese to Beirut, 
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and in waves out of the country (Khater 2001, Hourani 1981: 139) The tattered economy of silk 

was a chance to develop a new rhythm in village economies.  

Before WWI there were a handful of mountain villages’ economies geared towards, and 

well known for, summer tourism (such as Sofar, Souk al Gharb, Aley, Bhamdon etc.). Other 

villages tried to replicate a similar “resort economy” model not just as a way of financial 

development, but as an avenue to modernize and reinvigorate. The devalued price of silk left 

Lebanon exposed, but it was still graced by its land, water, and nature. The frequency and clarity 

of nature as an asset in the summer intensified as finding an economically viable way to develop 

became a matter of national survival, and ultimately rebranding (see AlMashriq 2016, Zakour 

1934, Fuleihan 1929). After the losses of the “Great War” (WWI), famine of 1918, downfall of 

the Ottoman empire (1919), establishment of the French Mandate (1923), the summer was a space 

and time of new hope and industry. From sites of a delicate, desired, and luxurious product many 

villages refocused parts of their economy on physical mobility in comfort, leisure, and other 

sensualities in the summer.20 

A journalist in 1934 noted that as a Lebanese, if you didn’t emigrate, then the only resource 

left from which Lebanon could benefit was summering - “the rest of the resources were depleted“ 

(Zakour 1934: 7). He continued: “[summering] was the only resource that could stand strong 

against all the crises and challenges from which Lebanon suffered” (ibid).  These narratives could 

lead one to think that there was nothing left except the body of the nation.  So, resculpting the 

nation through this leisure industry, in this time of hardship and desperation, perhaps was like a 

hustle of making use of what one has (see chapter six). The summer proved fruitful as a 

triangulation of desire, distinction and development, especially during the Mandate. 
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In 1927 - 1929 the number of arriving summerers wasn’t even half what it was in 1922-

1924 (Menassa and Naggear 1948: 368-369). After 1930 there was a “doldrums” for the resorts 

(ibid). In 1933 “9,622 tourists entered the country and 6,322 summer visitors,” this increased to 

14,506 and 7,612 respectively in 1934 (Bernstein 1936: 707 my emphasis). After the mid-1930s 

the season grew stronger and more well-known and the 1937 the summer season was “remarkable 

[and] all hotels and pensions worked at full capacity for 90 days” (Kfoury 1959: 276).21 A 

Lebanese economist noted that on a national level this was the “full production of a season resort” 

and from 1937-1939 “most hotels in Mount Lebanon did not have a single room available for 60 

to 100 consecutive days” (Naggear & Menassa 1948: 368-369). Across the sides of the mountains 

hotels were created, private homes converted, furnished apartments/villas built, and land sold at 

ever increasing prices. At this time, before 1940 people spoke of “problems” in Palestine as a 

positive, which drew “thousands of wealthy people” who “sought refuge in Lebanon, [for] security 

and tranquility” (ibid). While these wealthy Palestinians would take respite in the mountains there 

were also more “Jewish immigrants to Palestine” who sought out these Lebanese summer resorts 

(Bernstein 1936: 708).22   

 Until the Civil War, Beirut was caught in rhythms of increasing entry and exit point for 

money, troops, and imperial interest in the region. Warfare, and the spoils of modern military 

conflicts, produced a windfall of money in Lebanon that dovetailed with the pleasure industry. 

Over the years Lebanon was a summer RXR (rest and relaxation) location for soldiers connected 

to these military operations. Mansel noted at the start of WWI when the Ottomans suspended 

Lebanon’s autonomy that the “mountain hotels were filled with Ottoman officers and courts rather 

than holidaying Beirutis.” (Mansel 2011: 199). After Lebanese Independence an American 

Legation visiting villages around Beirut and noted the decline in summering tourism incomes 
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during the late 1940s and captured locals’ sentiments as: “proprietors and villagers recall with 

sighs the good old days when the British Army brought them real prosperity and made itself 

popular” (Pinkerton 1947: roll 5).  These mountains were a prime spot for RxR during WWII 

(Labelle 2012) and three million Lebanese pounds were spent by UN forces who were 

summering in Lebanon during the summer in 1957 from the Suez Crisis (Kfoury 1959: 282-

283). There was a separate (underlying) tempo to the beat of war and conflict.  

The Lebanese had a long tradition of summering in the Mountains, among many classes 

and in different capacities.  There were “wealthy people who summered in the mountains [and] 

had mansion on the Beirut-Damascus road;” those of less means rented “simple peasant homes 

from Lebanese families” (Kfoury 1959: 282-283). Given that Beirut was populated over the 

decades by drawing inhabitants from villages all over the country, it was natural for people to 

return, most often in the summer. The village held much significance beyond simply a site of 

pleasure (Hayek 2015, Hourani 1981). Kaissi noted that it was a Lebanese “way of life to ‘estivate’ 

or take to the mountains” for the summer - the mountain and rural villages are “shuttered and 

deserted” in the winter, they “spring to life when the ‘estivage’ [summering] commences, and it is 

quite usual to see lorries loaded with household furniture and goods, including the refrigerator and 

the kitchen stove, making their way out of Beirut” (1970: 204). This prosperity of the summer, as 

a journalist quite poetically noted in 1955, made both the rich and the poor prosperous in the 

country: "if the summer in Lebanon had a mother, she would have cried when it ended” (Khadhi 

1955: 11-12). 

An early ethnography of a small village, Buarij, on the Eastern side of the mountains 

captured summering on a smaller scale than larger resort villages for “average” Lebanese (Fuller 

1961). The research, not without common problems of Anthropological inquiry of the time, 
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covered the years 1936-1938. In Buarij there were at least twelve “Muslim” families that would 

summer; some of them would double-up in the apartments to make the rent possible.  They were 

all Lebanese and came from Beirut to escape the heat.  Most of them were described as belonging 

to “petty shopkeepers class, conservative in outlook, limited in formal education, and many with 

illiterate wives” (Fuller 1961: 90).  In the late 30s the attitude of the villages towards these seasonal 

visitors was one of “exasperation rather than welcome” (ibid). Despite this, the fact that renting 

one’s home in the village was of great reward, meant that villagers could grow their own summer 

economy on a much smaller scale in order to profit from the changing flows of the season and the 

urbanization of Beirut. Local families from the village would themselves double up with other 

family, or leave for the summer, in order to rent their own spaces given the profits. Fuller described 

conversations with villagers whom she had known for years. She conveyed their aim of expanding 

their economy into a summer “resort,” like those on the western facing edge of the mountain (such 

as Sofar, Bhamdoun, and Aley).  There was much skepticism concerning the development of a 

full-fledged tourism economy, in light of the imagined chaos it would bring to the established 

village order and traditions.  Fuller noted the orientation, and the underlying metaphoric 

implications as such: the for “Buarij, facing eastward and not being part of the more cosmopolitan 

world overlooking the sea coast, the notion still remains too hazardous” (Fuller 1961: 92). 

  At a concert or listening to a song on the radio we can immediately identify the rhythm 

of a song in the present - but how do we remember the beats that brought us to this current note? 

The rhythm from the previous measures, or those from one-minute prior? At what points is a 

rhythm recognizable and acknowledged (but still also as a segment of a connected whole?) One 

note, one stanza, in a larger rhythm?  Alternatively, when thinking of a musical progression, how 

does a slow ascension of a tempo overtake a measure - handing or grabbing - control of the rhythm 
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from another? One beat precedes, other recede. Much like a system of weather producing 

atmospheres – isolated incidents that bleed over the elements to affect others. In Lebanon, each 

year marked changes of what the season summer signified, what it could be, and what it was 

becoming.  In this repetition of the year there was “something new and unforeseen” in the rhythm 

which introduced itself: “difference” (Lefebvre 2004: 6 my emphasis). Lefebvre also noted a 

phenomenological aspect needed to understand these tempos which took place in space: “to grasp 

a rhythm it is necessary to have been grasped by it,” (2004: 27, my emphasis). In the case of 

Lebanon, it could be argued, that those with the reigns of the state/industry were grasped by the 

power, money, and prestige of what surrounded this season.  

Given this, the summer gave rise to anxieties. Would people come? Would this be a good 

season? Would we make money? Such questions and speculations were asked each spring – while 

in the fall they tried to make sense of what happened. Throughout newspapers and government 

accounts of these decades, there was a continual focus and concern on the summer. One year a 

“remarkable” season, two years later, “bad.”  In many articles businessmen and politicians 

bemoan/rejoice over how the past season went, just as they fret/hope regarding the coming season. 

Reading these accounts one feels through the popular press a national inhalation - followed by 

holding one’s breath - as those with power speculate on the local dynamics, regional conflicts, and 

international developments that might alter the flows of the summer. Two issues dominated: the 

first was the brevity of the season and how best to capitalize on it across scales; and another was 

how to leverage Lebanon’s comparative advantage regionally/internationally. 

I would argue that these rhythms solidified many social relations through this season, but 

this is not to imply that all in Lebanon were grasped by this rhythm. The aspirations and anxiety 

of the resulting beats of the summer were interwoven with that of the nation because Lebanon was 
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seized in a tighter embrace through trade, transit, and tourism (TTT) which grew the economy, 

especially after independence (Gates 1989; Shehadi 1987; Gaspard 2004). From the French 

mandate to Lebanese independence the state more directly linked its financial solvency to 

“tourism” (Salibi 2003). Journalists, politicians, and individuals placed more credence in the 

cadence of the season and they strove to increase the tempo, intensity, and profits from the 

interwoven threads of TTT.  In this way, it could be argued, that one beat of this rhythm grasped 

individuals (as well as the larger receiving body of the nation) in a cyclicality. A more appropriate 

metaphor regarding the wider Lebanese population might be grabbed, especially for those who 

were not influencing (nor profiting off of) these narratives and inflows into Lebanon.  Perhaps the 

population was in a position evocative of being at a wedding when your hand is tugged and you’re 

pulled onto the dance floor.  You have to dance along, you’re supposed to have fun, you can’t just 

walk away.  

In 1928 summering still centered on nature and health, but there were concerns of the limits 

of these offerings (Dar al Khateeb 1938: 1935) The “natural beauty” of Lebanon wasn’t enough to 

develop the, summering industry as those who come “want and desire to play and have fun, but 

the country lacks the means of entertainment” (Dar al Khateeb 1938: 21). Twenty years later two 

Lebanese economists noted how drastically the situation had developed in 1948 the same problem, 

but now also the expense: “our prices were still very high; Egyptian, Palestinian and Iraqi were in 

Italy, France and Switzerland [offered] distractions and entertainment that Lebanon was not able 

to provide them” (Naggear & Menassa 1948: 378)  They continued remarking that the upper 

classes, who “love luxury,” are traveling to Europe, “so Lebanon must keep pace with Europe in 

the field of innovation and providing modern means and methods of entertainment, fun, and 

amusement.” (ibid, my emphasis). Many other Arabs were starting to vacation in Europe, given 
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the similar prices, and these economists noted that Lebanon was “headed for, in the coming years, 

a tourism and resort crisis” (ibid). 

Two emergent rhythms would overtake the beat of the summer and drastically change the 

atmospheres in Lebanon, the region, and worldwide. The creation of the state of Israel in 1948 had 

wide regional effects, immediately and across the decades. In the short terms, it, meant that 

thousands of wealth Palestinians were now cut off from summering in Lebanon. Tens of thousands 

of refugees flooded in, of a very different class.  Ironically and serendipitously, resources, money, 

and bodies from the Arabian Gulf states began to arrive on a greater scale around this period of 

the early 1950.  This amounted to not just a replacement in lost visitors and revenues, but an 

upgrade in scope and scale relative to what this season has been before. The Saudi oil line planned 

for Haifa was cut and redirected to Jyeh, south of Beirut.23  The wealth from the emerging 

economies of the GCC would recast the price point of Lebanon, larger geopolitical issues in the 

region, and the mobility-for-pleasure model of Lebanon. 

 The economic impact of this, especially related to tourism, was “substantially” felt in 

Lebanon as an “extraordinary influx of people, including Saudis, Kuwaitis, Jordanians, etc., as 

well as Europeans and Americans working in the new oil companies” now flooded into Lebanon 

(Kfoury 1959: 75).  As noted above, Nagger & Menassa (1948) warned of the price comparison 

of similar tourist markets, such as Cyprus, Italy, and Greece, but now this “black gold” recast the 

cost of Lebanon (Gay-Para 1962: 83). In the Gulf there was a “strong upward trend in prices” as 

the economies expanded. In Lebanon there was a “decline” – the price point became comparatively 

much cheaper within a few years (Kfoury, 1959: 279). Attracting new Arab money and the 

foreigners working in the oil industry was then a focus.  “Europeans and Americans working in 

the new oil companies” would arrive with their families from the Gulf to Lebanon, most notably 
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in the summer” (ibid). As one traveler noted on returning to Lebanon in the late 1950s: “When I 

visited Lebanon ten years ago she had a limited number of summer resorts, but now the resorts 

have multiplied six-fold to accommodate the ever-increasing tourist trade” (The Arab World 1958: 

5).24 These resources caused the Lebanese banking industry to flourish. Bodies from Gulf nations 

came to vacation and enjoy the summer in Lebanon. In just these few years, due to the creation of 

Israel as well as the resources/bodies from the Gulf entering Lebanon in greater flows, the 

atmosphere quickly altered and the tempo intensified. 

During the Civil War, Lefebvre pondered the events in Beirut leading to the Civil War in 

1976; there were other “rhythms” taking precedence in Lebanon (Lefebvre 2004: 99-100). He 

signaled a more abrupt and harsh change of tempo and tone that might account for the trajectory 

into war (ibid). Before the Civil War, as the beat of TTT grew stronger, especially with the start 

of mass tourism, many other concerns in Lebanon were drowned out by the larger melody that 

emerged from, and around, this season. If some sort of metaphoric melody-of-the-nation existed 

full of rhythms, rifts, and beats (if such a thing can be imagined between a national anthem and 

heartbeat) we would hear the emergence of summering in this concert. As the song progressed we 

would notice its growth, depth, and presence reverberating through the years. Tourism would later 

drown out other voices, sounds, and concerns as mass mobility overtook Lebanon’s tourism 

industry in the 1960s: beach culture developed, the Casino du Liban became renowned, and 

Lebanon became sexualized, in both positive and negative ways. As time passed, the tones of 

summer changed, new sensibilities were cultivated in Lebanon as the musical score progressed, 

mirrored by the increasing number of bodies through the nation’s borders. Lefebvre noted that 

these rhythms were “an aspect of a moment and a becoming” (1996: 230). What was Lebanon 

becoming through such rhythms? If we could construct a song of the nation through the summer 
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what might we hear it in these rhythms? How would we hear the mountains? How was tourism an 

accelerato of the tempo towards conflict and inequality?  

 
 
IV.  Summer as a Sensibility 
 
In 1911 an Egyptian described the suburbs of Beirut 

as being full of berries, orange trees, and a breeze 

that brought up the “fragrance of the flowers that 

heals a sick body” (Ali 1911: 25-26). Over the 

decades, travelogues and guidebooks led readers to 

think that Lebanon’s extraordinary beauty would be 

matched on an equal scale in terms of comfort, fun, 

and style. In developing this physical and 

imaginative landscape a certain consumer/tourist/desired body was constituted in changing 

narratives of Lebanon. This newly constituted body marked a shift from earlier concerns of health 

and comfort, to wider conceptions of leisure, excess, and pleasures that became available in 

Lebanon. A researcher of tourism noted of the industry in the 1950s: “the swimming pool and the 

wide garden surrounding it made the hotel the most enjoyable place” in the mountains (Kfoury 

1959: 8-9 & 277). He added that the Lebanese “are becoming extremely prosperous and are 

exploiting the beautiful climate and scenery of their mountain home for a summer resort; and, 

indeed, it is becoming more and more popular among the richer Syrians and Egyptians to spend 

the summer months there enjoying the mountain air and the incredibly lovely scenery” (ibid). The 

scenery, air, and season were registered by the senses. Bodily practices around certain types of 

sociality, visibility, and relationalities piqued those who arrived. This stimulation was linked to, 

Figure 12 Aley Swimming Pool  
Personal collection, viewable on A View from the View. 
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and informed by, a real and imagined sensuality of Lebanon. Inspired by Rancière, I will argue in 

this section, that these sensualities underlined emergent sensibilities that became a guiding force 

for the summer, the larger tourism industry, and stereotypical views of Lebanon that were partially 

realized through pleasure seeking mobility in these decades.  

Rancière’s Le Partage du sensible posited that the distribution of the sensible was realized 

through acts and practices that “parcels out places and forms of participation in a common world 

by first establishing the modes of perception within which these are inscribed” (Ranciere 2013: 

89). The distribution of the sensible, as realized through our sensing body, led to “what is visible 

and audible as well as what can be said, thought, made, or done” (ibid).  This becomes important 

not only in considering the developing tourism industry in Lebanon, but also in thinking about 

how these constellations of ideas around mobility were put forward into the media, circulated, and 

given value.  

Note this call from an early guidebook of Lebanon in 1935 and the types of activities 

signaled, but also the socialites and consumptions indexed: 

To those seeking rest and tranquility, the mountains offer delightful little 
hamlets, nestling high up on the hillside, surrounded by forests of pine trees, 
where crystalline cascades of ice-cold water sing a continual lullaby of peace. 
On the other hand, those who have been stationed in some dull place, and who 
long for a life of gaiety and of movement, can chose ideal summer resorts, 
where life is a continual round of pleasure, where music and dancing alternate 
with picnic parties, where casinos and gaming saloons are to the fore (Dar Al 
Khateeb 1935: 9-10).25 

 
 To illustrate the argument of sensibilities that developed from the sensual ideas of Lebanon 

I want to focus on the following areas: three well known academics of the Levant in the mountains 

during their youth, early conceptions of luxury, and Arabic guidebooks from the 1920s-1930s. 

 Both Edward Said and Fawaz Trabulsi spent formative parts of their youth in these mountain 

resorts. Said summered throughout his childhood in Dhour el Shweir. He noted how the summer 
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season aligned with the school year/break, which allowed a time for families to visit from abroad 

(Said 2001).  Before WWII the mix of visitors in the mountains from the region were mainly from 

Syria, Egypt, and Palestine, while after that point, the newly wealthy elite of the Gulf (flush with 

oil money and escaping the extreme heat), would spend the summer above Beirut (ibid). Said 

remembers passing through Sofar for tea and visiting the “elegant garden surrounded by all sorts 

of meticulously dressed, distinguished guests among whom my parents would point out an 

Egyptian pasha or two, a former Syrian cabinet minister, a super-wealthy Iraqi industrialist, a 

Jewish department store owner” (ibid: 2). The string of hotels across the mountains was like a 

necklace around the neck of Beirut with the local hotel itself serving as a gem of sorts, the “great 

social pinnacle” of each village (ibid: 1).26 Said noted in rich language the nearby villages and the 

sensorium of the summer which indexed a certain class’ conspicuous consumption, taste for 

luxury, and ideas of modernity:  

different and unique, they [the mountain villages] made up a core that basically 
gave Lebanon its prestige as a statin d’estivage (summering destination), and which 
along with is splendid peaches, figs, mulberries, and plumbs, its legions of white-
jacked waiters with names like Edouard, Georges, Joseph, Pierre, and Nicola, its 
promenades, boutiques, pine forests, and steeply inclined roads - made Lebanon 
unique in the Arab world (Said 2001: 2, my emphasis). 

 
 It wasn’t just the mountains and nature, but what was developed that hailed visitors. One 

wonders how this formative period in his life might have profoundly impacted his later work. The 

exclusivity of these resorts and hotels, especially the ones that he had access to, speaks to a moment 

of conjoined bourgeoisies and elite mingling as well as state-making. Said went on to note of his 

summers: 

One couldn't just have a meal whenever one felt like it. There were appointed 
sittings, tables, waiters, and of course set menus, all of them designed for endurance 
rather than speed. An afternoon siesta was mandatory. Phones were rare, and the 
radio was for BBC news broadcasts only. An Armenian violinist and pianist were 
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regularly in evidence for weekend meals, often accompanied by an accordionist, 
the convenient substitute for winds and brasses (Said 2001: 2). 

 
 In contrast, Trabulsi’s larger memoir briefly touches on his summers as a young man in the 

mountains, and is equally telling (Trabulsi 1997).  The difference was that Trabulsi was working 

in the industry with his father, who was a part owner of a hotel.27 During his childhood he worked 

in the business doing menial of tasks (peeling 

onions), as well as staying up until dawn 

waiting for the gambling to end (ibid: 7). He 

notes that he mingled with a wide variety of 

the most prominent men from the region: 

Egyptian Pashas, Syrian Aghas, Royal 

Princes from Iraq, Saudi Oil Princes, famous 

merchant families from Aleppo and Gulf 

States. He listed as well the movie stars, 

musicians, authors and other significant 

Arabs that graced the hotel during his 

childhood. From Abdel Wahab, Zaki Nassif, 

Mohammed Salam, Nagham Salam, Tawfik 

al Pasha, Afif Radwan and many other artist, 

musicians, politicians, and journalists (ibid:7-9).  The lobbies, terraces, courtyards, and even the 

streets of these summer resorts were magnets to enjoy, but places to rub shoulders, with the elite, 

powerful and rich.28 The memoir of Michel de Bustros (2002) and Nicolas de Bustros (Bustros 

1983) also recounted meetings with heads of states, resort lunches, and the power brokering which 

occurred in the mountains, in the summer. Fouad Accad, a Lebanese émigré, reporting back to his 

 
Figure 13: “Lebanon in the Summer Season”  

Personal collection and viewable on A View from A View 
(undated and no source of publisher). 
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“Bible Group” in America, evoked this magnetism of the mountains in 1939 as follows: ”the 

summering places of Lebanon are excellent centers for making contacts with people whom one 

would otherwise find it difficult to meet."(American Bible Society: 185).  

Rancière noted that this distribution of the sensible “can be understood in a Kantian 

sense…as the system of a priori forms determining what presents itself to sense experience” 

(Rancière 2013: 8). The progression of summer resorts in Lebanon reminds one of modern country 

clubs in America, which promised ease, enjoyment, as well as envy from those not inside (Moss 

2001).  This point of access, who and how one was granted entry, connected with the creation, 

distribution and circulation of these sensibilities and how they were valued. At stake in these 

processes were actual “forms of inclusion” and “forms of exclusion” that marked 

summering/tourist bodies in different registers of values (Rancière 2013: 89). Restaurants, hotels, 

casinos, resort pools, bars, these were boarders of spaces that offered our bodies different 

sensations, pleasure, and delights not only in direct stimulation but in being present in the air of 

these spaces, in the ambience of these like individuals. These spaces were expensive and 

exclusionary, they “simultaneously disclose[d] the existence of something in common and the 

delimitations that define the respective parts and positions within it” - namely the socioeconomic 

and nationality status that could grant access (Rancière 2013: 7). In this regard these printed 

materials helped to propel an imagined sensibility of Lebanon through the conditions of possibility. 

I emphasize imagined sensibility here because it was well known, and constitutive of narratives of 

Lebanon, but largely out of the grasp of many Lebanese (let alone those from across the region). 

 The industry of summering took off and spread across the spine of the mountains. Since 

many other villages were in the same (real) climate, all they had to do was develop the right 

atmosphere for summering during this season. Even at the turn of the century, it was noted that  
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“handsome villas have sprung up everywhere in these hill resorts, with wide terraces, and shady 

verandahs, painted and shuttered with contrasting colours, as in Italy” (Inchbold and Inchbold 

1906: 199). By the 1920s Alouche observed that the “simple rustic” village houses were replaced 

with “mansions” (1959: 282). The establishment of hotels in Sofar and Souq al Gharb led to other 

“new buildings of modern type…. the cost of land nearby was raised and even in some places new 

small villages began to grow in the neighboring part of the hotel” (Ashi 1948: 40). While these 

villages were inhabited throughout the year, in the 1950s it was estimated the population would 

swell up to as much as 10 to fifteen times during July, August and September in many of these 

locations (Fei and Klat 1954; Klat 1961). By 1970, Broummana for instance, had twenty-seven 

hotels. It was estimated that the villagers comprised 80% of the village in the winter but only 20% 

in the summer (Alouche 1970: 280). 

 Kamal Salibi has detailed in great length the history and developments of Bhamdoun, which 

overlooked Beirut. Bhamdoun developed around a summering economy for seasonal visitors.  In 

1939 the village had around 1,750 full-time residents and many modern technologies, such as 

electricity and radio, which were first adopted in hotels (Salibi 1997). Many French and Europeans 

summered there over the years, but what was more jarring and “alien” were: “seemingly carefree 

Levantines who arrived from Beirut in the summers in sports cars dressed in the latest Parisian 

fashions, speaking pseudo-Parisian French' playing tennis in the afternoons, and dancing the tango 

and rhumba late into the night...they pretended not to speak or understand Arabic. What was the 

world coming to?” (Salibi 1997: 21).29 This short passage is quoted at length to illustrate what 

these “carefree” folks did and Salibi’s disdain of these changes to the village.  

 Querying these senses and this season is instructive with respect to understanding how the 

summering industry was economically foundational to Lebanon.  It gives us insight as well into 



Jared McCormick  Writing Sample 

 

the question of how this place was constructed and imagined in affective terms.  Lutz reminds us 

that emotions are an “index of a social relationship rather than a sign of a personal state” and as 

such, the tone of the summer was imparted by a service industry providing great income 

opportunities and growing capital disparities, as consumption reigned supreme (Lutz 1988: 4). By 

taking a longer view of the summer what emerges over the decades are not just conceptions of how 

this was a meeting ground of mobile bodies, but the powerful way in which Lebanon was construed 

as such. A feedback loop wove stories of Lebanon as a playground and place to be seen. 

Channeling Rancière, Sayers notes that the “roles and modes of participation in a common social 

world are determined by establishing possible modes of perception” (2005). These modes of 

perception, I argue, are akin to a sensibility of the summer, produced through the senses of 

Lebanon that privileged the visitor who was able to access certain spaces of leisure. The landscape 

of the summer was enjoyment in the body of the nation, just as the individual body was “a site of 

surfaces, affects and desires that perceive and connect with other planes of existence, energies and 

affects” (Fullagar 2001: 74).  

Guidebooks, memoirs, and journalistic accounts of the summer captured and reproduced 

these sentiments. These materials provided the limits of our perception in lifestyles emerging from 

these sensibilities and practices. In this regard, guidebooks served to place bodies and minds in 

specific frames and directions. As Barthes remarked, guidebooks don’t reveal a location but they 

do the "very opposity of what [they] advertise…[they are] agent[s] of blindness" (1972: 76). 

Guidebooks were powerful because in them were promises, expectations, and experiences 

connected to an emergent lifestyle.  These lifestyles were linked with mobility through cars and 

trains, with “modern” dress, and were a way to playact with our bodies. As such, the guidebooks 

were co-conspirers for aspirations of “place.” These publications and materials span from 
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travelogues to PR material produced by Committees and private associations. They were like 

hypnotists trying to whisper desires in our ears, limit the frames of our thinking, redirect our vision 

along certain paths. They presented a view of places to go, but also illustrated how we would feel 

when we did so. In so doing they cultivated and directed understandings of place. Writing on 

worldwide tourism Crick notes that guidebooks do not “tell one about another culture at all” (Crick 

1989: 328). How might we think of them akin to a sorcery of place?30   

To take a step back in time, to earlier English and French writing during the time of “Grand 

Tours” is instructive for the purpose of exploring one notion: luxury. In the age of the “Grand 

Tours,” Lebanon was often a stop on the way to the “Holy Land.” Grand Tours were an early 

avenue for bourgeoisie and aristocratic movement around the globe (Ritchie 1972; Hibbert 1987). 

Their programs were precisely centered on changing notions of leisure (Inglis 2000) and often 

linked to a rite-of-passage, especially that associated with certain ideas of masculinity.  The 

expansion of Cook’s tour operations in the Middle East was based on these same markets of 

mobility (Withey 1997) and around luxury (Humphreys 2016; Blottière 2009).31 

 In 1867 Mark Twain accompanied a group of Americans on a “Grand Tour” that passed 

through Lebanon.  From the hills overlooking Beirut he described their impromptu campsite, 

replete with:  

the tents that were brilliant, within, with blue, and gold, and crimson, and all manner 
of splendid adornment! I was speechless. Then they brought eight little iron 
bedsteads, and set them up in the tents; they put a soft mattress and pillows and 
good blankets and two snow-white sheets on each bed. Next, they rigged a table 
about the centre-pole, and on it placed pewter pitchers, basins, soap, and the whitest 
of towels-- one set for each man; they pointed to pockets in the tent, and said we 
could put our small trifles in them for convenience, and if we needed pins or such 
things, they were sticking every where. Then came the finishing touch--they spread 
carpets on the floor!  (Twain 1869: 435-436).  
 



Jared McCormick  Writing Sample 

 

During these time hotels were improving; a growing number of establishments offered 

more modern indulgences.  In 1885, construction began on what would become one of the most 

important hotels outside of Beirut, The Hotel Sofar, built by Ibrahim Sursock.32 The village of Ain 

Sofar was the midway point between Beirut and Damascus on the road that was completed in 1857. 

Within years of opening for operation the railroad between these two cities was completed and this 

hotel was the summer retreat for Jamal Pasha and other Ottoman officials in Lebanon (and later 

during the Mandate, the French ambassador) (Nasser 2011: 150).  In 1904 an English traveler 

summered in the Hotel Sofar and noted the spectacles that seemingly were at the heart of this 

changing season: increasing contrast.  

[The Hotel Sofar was] the Monte Carlo of the Lebanon, and, in fact, of the whole of 
the nearer East. For some time after it was opened every effort was made to render 
the summer season spent there a fashionable casino life with petits chevaux, roulette, 
and cards…the hotel was, and still is, a fashionable resort for the gay and wealthy 
folk of Beyrout, Egyptians, and rich Syrians generally. It is a spot where the most 
incongruous contrasts of Parisian or Viennese fashions, with mountain scenery of 
the ruggedest description, and the native life of Lebanon peasant or nomadic 
Bedawin, are continually in opposition. So marked is it at times as to present a 
spectacle at once ridiculous and lamentable (Inchbold 1906: 4). 

 
 The air of luxury from hotels and excess of the Grand Tours and Grand Hotels crept into the 

summering industry in Lebanon.  

 Many guidebooks in Arabic curiously detailed the ecological elements that made Lebanon 

unique. A number of these had entire sections that presented Lebanon through the components – 

elements as it were– that made up the country: “the air,” “the water,” or “The Green/Vegetation” 

(Dar al Khateeb 1938 & 1935, Dalil Musyaif 1923, Sharikat Musayif Lubnan 1924).  In multi-

page sections they described the number of “views” (manazeer) that accounted for, but also 

produce, these atmospheres.  The “Guidebook for Summering” in 1923 had a section called “The 

Air of Lebanon” (Howa Libnan), which detailed what one will feel, see, and smell just in regards 
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to the air – how it would surround you because your body was in a certain environment (Dalil 

Musyaif 1923: 23). Another guidebook in Arabic from Shweir in a similar section dedicated to 

“air” mentioned how “fresh,” “healing,” and “natural” the 

air was, how cool it felt in the heat, but also how it felt 

when that air touched your “skin,” how it “heals,” or it 

made you “feel life” (Rizakallah 1923: 13, 15-17, 28).  

Both of these guides ironically use “air” (howa) in a 

manner suggestive to the framing of atmosphere, 

ambience, and environment in this inquiry. If the 

mountains were the essential building blocks of the 

summer season, then they provided the physical elements 

that allowed affective clouds to signal bodily pleasure, 

enjoyment, and stimulation through this season. 

 Another Arabic guidebook from 1935 illustrates the type 

of public that was hailed to these mountains (Dar Al 

Khateeb 1935). In over 200 pages it served as a guide to 

the summering villages, available hotels, social activities.  It offered as well accompanying letters 

from municipal presidents trying to lure visitors to come to their areas, who made promises of 

what experiences were in store. Gracing the pages were beauty queens who won in the local village 

competition - perhaps stand-ins for the cultivation of beauty in nature, land, nation, and body.33  

 In “Lebanon the Beautiful,” which was part-gazette and part-guidebook, villages were listed 

with attractions but it was essentially a “who’s-who” of Lebanese and Egyptian high society (Dar 

al Khateeb 1938).  Many images are of picnics, inaugurations of new buildings, specific carefully 

Figure 14: “Miss Sofar” beauty pageant winner  
(Dar Al Khateeb 1935: 23) 
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dressed individuals - all of which index this sensibility of what summering was, and who it was 

for.  From the previous summer season there were photos and written testimony from the: Egyptian 

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education, Director of the Ministry of Interior of Lebanon, 

Supervisor of Girls Education in Egypt, Director of Bank Egypt, Uncle of the Queen of Egypt (for 

the past 40 years he summered in Lebanon) and many more (ibid).  Hassan Mohamed Hussein 

Bey, a member of the House of Representatives in Egypt, pondered from Aley in 1938: “What is 

the most beautiful thing you see in Lebanon? Is it the springs from the tops of the mountains and 

its fresh water, or pine forests, or views of vineyards and trees scattered in the heights of mountains 

and valleys, or the fresh air, or its residents who are characterized by decent morals? Everything 

is beautiful in Lebanon! (Dar al Khateeb 1938: 4). The Egyptian writer Yvonne Zidane spoke of 

the beauty of the country, but in fact she argued it was the character, and “beauty of the Lebanese,” 

that was superior (ibid: 29).  Hospitality in Arabic guides was often equated with the Lebanese 

people as much as notions of beauty were applied to the land. Munir Dala, a lawyer from Egypt 

continued: “the most beautiful thing in Lebanon is the flowing springs, and evergreen and 

Lebanese people make this beauty outstanding with their gentle treatment, honesty and cleanliness 

even in humble homes, and generosity no matter poor or rich, and their cooperation in helping any 

stranger, who when arrives in Lebanon to feel at home and among his people.” (Dar al Khateeb: 

31 my emphasis). Such a sentiment illustrated a sensibility of Lebanon, through tourism, as well 

as an affinity and hospitality for the Lebanese. 

 As Berlant points out, sentimentality “is not just the mawkish, nostalgic, and simpleminded 

mode with which it’s conventionally associated” - but it is also - “a mode of relationality in which 

people take emotions to express something authentic about themselves that they think the world 

should welcome and respect” (McCabe 2014: paragraph 3). Thus, part of what was projected of 
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Lebanon, albeit about a small part of the country, and by a select few, was a way of being, a set of 

values and an imagination of this place that was offered for others to consume, adopt, or strive to 

achieve.  

 Like many port cities in the Eastern Mediterranean, Beirut was a metaphoric joint and 

juncture to the region; an elbow to the arm, a knee to the leg. One publication noted the geographic 

blessings of Lebanon as such: “straddling the Midpoint E/W and also N/S air routes, attracting the 

international tourist trade” (The Arab World 1955: 5). It remarked as well that Lebanon had 

inherited “the mountains and the sea” (ibid). In travel writing it was often cast as a nexus between 

two larger parts.  While such metaphors don’t account for the precise and complicated history of 

the city, nor the dynamics and mechanics of social relationships, this comparison highlights a way 

Beirut was often framed between the East and West.34 Many guidebooks dwell in this middle 

ground of projecting the “other” for the “other” - positing Lebanon as a gateway to the East (from 

the West) and a gateway to the West (from the East). One guide noted: “the whole social life shifts 

to Mt. Lebanon which thus becomes the rendezvous of the Near East, and the meeting place 

between East and West.” (Haddad 1952: 76-77). In this meeting between East/West was a 

strangeness and exotification, but also a familiarity and palatability through these sensibilities 

which were based on a sensuality of Lebanon, with the summerer/tourist as sentient. It was still in 

the “East” but gave a flavor of the “West,” just as it was of the “Orient’ but still had the trappings 

one might expect in the “West.” As Clark noted, “no other Eastern Mediterranean city approaches 

it [Beirut] in wide-open, uninhibited appeal to the pleasure senses” (Clark 1963: 415). Pleasure 

was available from whatever direction one hailed. 

  There is much more to say individually about these guidebooks, especially the differences 

between those in Arabic and those in French and English, the genre of Arabic travel writing 
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(mostly from Egyptians (Abd AlRahman 1892; Al Hakim 1921;  Habib 1938; Rehani 1930)), yet 

they largely align in their joint construction of a sensory imaginary. (other guides to note Dar Al 

Khateeb 1935a; Dar Al Khateeb 1935b; Dar al Khateeb 1938; Ruhi Jamil 1948a; Ruhi Jamil 1948; 

Majmaʻ al-ʻIlmī al-ʻArabī bi-Dimashq 1921; Iskandar 1928; Kettani 1969; Beibel 1923; Masoud 

1952; The Company for Summering in Lebanon 1924; Zayteir 1966; Rizkallah 1923; Mahmassani 

1949; Rehani 1930; Rehani 1930; Maadi 1981; Geiger 1932; Barbari 1939).35  

 Given these sensibilities, how much were these representations of Lebanon versus visions 

and aspirations for a very few? It was not just what the summer representing, but who it was for, 

and who those people were in a larger hierarchy of value and power (Herzfeld 2004). These 

imagined sensibilities circulated but few could enter this cloud of emotions and spaces, even 

though everyone could see them.36  
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        Creating a Season 
 

In the presence of eternity,  
the mountains are as  

transient as the clouds  
(Ingersoll 1902: 3)  

 
 

The guide for the 1939 World’s Fair featured this 

cover for the Lebanese Pavilion.  The first time I 

saw it I was struck by the massive model of the 

country, which immediately confronted the 

audiences with the mountains, sea, and the scale 

of Lebanon. Julius Holmes, representing 

President Grover at the fair noted, “perhaps the 

most revealing display here is the central relief 

map which shows how spectacular and 

mountainous The Lebanon really is” (Worlds Fair 

1939: 7). This was an international venue 

projecting a future and face of Lebanon. The map 

of the world on the back wall is dwarfed by the 3-D model – as if the map gave birth to this larger-

than-life scale of the mountains. The mountains of Lebanon exceed the nation, they had become a 

global trope.  The importance of the mountains in this analysis centered on how they gave rise to 

a season, the summer.  This season signaled a cycle of rhythmus, an increasing tempo of visitors 

and changing stimulations and hopes. These visitors were drawn to Lebanon, a place of interest, 

from a world of possibilities. The promised sensualities of Lebanon gave rise to narratives of 

Figure 15: World Fair 
 (World’s Fair 1939) 
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Lebanon as a cosmopolitan, bastion of liberal social relations and refinement. I have tried to 

introduce and explore a largely unacknowledged aspect of research on Lebanon, a history of early 

tourism - but also more generally of studies of tourism worldwide – with the larger aim of 

prefiguring a genealogy of sensuality through mobility prior to “the sexual.” I argue that by 

attending to such antecedents, which might be erotic, the sensual can foreshadow parts of the 

sexual. I have suggested that the body was set up to be enlivened and stimulated in Lebanon and 

that this season was made through physical mobility, ideas of place, and leisure travel. The summer 

was a time of arrival, enjoyment, excess, luxury and a place to observe and to be seen. 

A lawyer from Egypt, noted of Lebanon in 1938 in Arabic: "I haven’t seen a country that 

was granted beauty by God in all aspects, such as Lebanon, but beauty alone is not enough,” he 

added that the Lebanese had to know how to harness, present, and profit off of this, so to “tempt 

the whole Middle East and charm the world with the beauty of Lebanon” (Dar al Khateeb 1938: 

30). What emerged from tourism was like a yearly fashion, each season was a new look or more 

fashionable garb. The summer was the building of expectations through an emergent lifestyle. 

Tourism acted as a glossy refraction in narratives of place because, as this chapter has started to 

scratch the surface, it allowed for myopic narratives of sensual experience which were actually 

available to few, but ideologically foundational across time and space to how the nation was 

framed. Just like the surfaces of postcards, the interiors of the hotel, or the idea that Lebanon is 

“gay friendly” - an imagined sensibility of the summer was too slippery to hold exactly because it 

was part of a changing ecology of affective meteorology. 

 The aesthetics discussed here are not just visual; rather, they evoke a larger sensorium of 

bodily experiences (see Stokes 2015). Part of what I’m trying to signal were how these in/tangible 

ideas of Lebanon emanated, like clouds of emotions, that changed daily, seasonally, and circulated 
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in larger climates. In the following passage, Dufrenne references the aesthetic world - but I want 

to connect that here to this sensual world and meteorology: 

This quality proper to a work – to the works of a single creator or to a single style 
– is a world atmosphere. How is it produced? Through the ensemble from which 
it emanates. All the elements of the represented world conspire to produce it, 
according to their mode of representation. ... thus between the situations he is 
caught and the visages the world offers to him. In another instance, the unity will 
arise from a certain allure, from a rhythm common to events, from a style of the 
world creating a style of life and not the converse ... In still another case, the unity 
will proceed from the very rhythm of the story, as in the ardent or peaceful 
breathing of a world which hardens into fatality (1976: 136). 

 
 The ensemble here has been to explore the conditions of this season. Given the shiny surface 

effaced by tourism, a certain structure of a feeling, a shape through sensuality, a body for a desire, 

was given form. Williams noted that a structure of a feeling evoked a” kind of feeling and thinking 

which is indeed social and material, but each in an embryonic phase before it can become fully 

articulate” (2005: 131). This embryonic phase, I would argue, was connected to a system of 

atmospheres, an ensemble akin to that of Dufrenne. I read these imagined sensibilities, 

distributions of the sensible, and structures of feelings that emerged through this season as parts 

of changing sets of conditions that gave rise to a cloud of possibility, hopes, and aspirations that 

was continually being set in motion. 

If we look to the sky, we might see a cloud - a perimeter or shape forming - and so this 

analysis might seem somewhat abstract and non-traditional.  Yet, what I hope to position here is a 

vista in which to see the perimeters of these feelings, values, and changing categories of “tourism.” 

The reproduction and reforming of these narratives that were morphing through time. Central to 

this analysis is the body of the individual, through multi-sense making capacities, as well as the 

projected body of the nation through the land onto which bodies circulated. Both bodies possible 

to leverage and exploit for assets.  
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Channeling the work of Deleuze and Guattari, Parikka notes that "affects are not possessed 

by anyone, but blocs of them constitute individuals. Affects are transitions, gateways, and passages 

between dimensions" (Parikka 2010: xxvi). As such, the summer, and this changing cloud of 

emotions that constituted the haze over our heads - in our heads - was made through affective 

economies that helped built Lebanon/Beirut infrastructurally, but also imaginatively.  

How might we think of these imagined sensibilities as eliding?  How did they bind our 

field of vision? How will we read the forthcoming history of tourism in Lebanon (on which many 

brilliant scholars and historians are now working), if we flip a main premise of this chapter to think 

about how tourism was a guise, shroud, or cover - like the frosting on a cake that is too sweet, or 

the sentiments that hide behind a smile, or 

the trouble that brewed underneath the 

surface? How can we start to see inequality, 

repression, erasure or disparity beneath the 

incongruences of such sensibilities? As 

Salibi notes of ensuing violence of the Civil 

War “What further helped to cover up the 

faults of Lebanon was the stunning natural 

beauty of the country, coupled with its 

pleasant Mediterranean climate. Lebanon, 

moreover, was relatively green, and could 

appear lush green - a veritable paradise” 

(Salibi 1988: 36). If this chapter has 

Figure 16:  Oh wow, the View 
(Hawadis 1963c: 22) 
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assembled the boundaries and forms of a cloud over time, then what kinds of shadow did it cast 

on the land below?   

Given all of this, let us return to where this chapter started. How did Lebanon become a 

location of sexualized energy? This analysis ends as it began, with a cartoon and a provocation. 

The accompanying image here is from the same Egyptian publication, Al Hawadis, the same year 

as that of old spinster Beirut putting on makeup (Hawadis 1963c). This cartoon, however, has a 

caption that could have emerged from any of the guidebooks, memoirs, or writing on leisure travel 

to Lebanon. The caption says: “Summerer: Oh man, I didn’t know that the views (manazeer) in 

Lebanon would be this great.”  The cartoonist has drawn a dotted line from the “summerer’s” eyes 

to a new type of view that one might expect – that one would come to expect - in Lebanon. If 

Bataille is right, and things that are sexual are erotic, but just because something is erotic doesn’t 

make it sexual, then perhaps the erotic world is more ephemeral, as he says, “imaginary in its 

forms” (Bataille and Hurley 1991: 29). If decades prior promised sense experiences of water, air, 

mountains, and comfort, then perhaps is more easy to see how the era of these cartoons could 

bloom, emerging on the folds of these new senses, new surfaces, and new bodies to explore (and 

off which to profit).37 

  

1 An important aspect raised here from Al Hawadis is that tourism was often a battleground of “East”/” West,” 
morality, and modernity. As Fedden pointed out in regards to Lebanon: “any criticism of Beirut is also a criticism of 
the West, for the town is superficially westernized” (1946:11). It is significant that this was an Egyptian publication 
and it says as much about Lebanon as it does about this moment in Egypt. 
2 Winnubsut writing on Bataille noted in this regard of sexuality/eroticism that “we late moderns have lost this dilution 
between eroticism and sexuality.  For us living under modern reign of instrumental reason and its specific ordering of 
knowledge, eroticism has been reduced to sexuality.  Sexuality forms the domain of experience in which instrumental 
reason can gain a firm foothold, driving so deeply into the social psych that is shapes the very core of the modern self 
- namely, one’s desire.  Instrumental reason can demand that sexuality must be useful, which translate into the mandate 
that is must be reproductive” (Winnubst 2007:83). She goes on to argue that: "eroticism has been reduced to sexuality 
precisely because sexuality is the domain of experience in which instrumental reason can assert itself forcefully driving 
so deeply into the social psyche that it shapes the very core of the modern self - namely, one's desires" (Winnubst 
2006: 145). 
Also note the historical work of Freeman (2010), Time Binds, which was a great inspiration in this regard.  
3 These are all referenced in works under inquiry here 
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4 There is far more to be said about the importance and context of mountains in Lebanon. Note how often in Greater 
Syria what we think of today was called Mount Lebanon or even how in early foreign writing “The Lebanon” meant 
this location – which was synonymous with the mountains. (Hayek 2015, also see Tamārī (2009) in Palestine).  
5 In 1911 Ali estimated over 18,000 summerers (Ali: 1911). Also, the Mountains were “frequented by the Europeans 
living in Egypt and Cyprus” around the turn of the century (Baedeker 1906: 277 & 282)  
6 For more reading that starts to address this tenuous, and foundational, idea of the relationship of Mountains to 
Beirut through village/city see (Hourani 1981; Kassir 2010a; Attié 2004; Salibi 2003; Fawaz 1983; Ṭarābulsī 2012). 
One guide noted this area of Mount Lebanon as “a chain of mountains surrounded mostly by forests and orchards, 
separated by valleys and Nahr Ibrahim, Nahr Al Kalb, Beirut River and the Damour River.  Mount Lebanon is not 
characterized as an agriculture area, such as the rest of the areas in Lebanon, nor considered as an industrial area, as 
it is only characterized by being a real ‘tourism and summering paradise…This is because this beautiful spot is 
privileged with pure healthy climate and torrential waters, and charming scenery, and clean luxurious hotels, and 
nice comfortable houses that attract thousands of holidaymakers every year, the vacationers choose between several 
summering centers in the mountain, and between a variety of big and small cities, towns and villages.”  (Jamil 1948: 
93-95).  
7 There is much more to say regarding the complicated religious, ideological, linguistic, and imperial linkages of 
certain Lebanese communities with an affinity for Switzerland (and France, or the “West”).  It is largely outside the 
scope of this work but of great importance to further explore, in regards to tourism to expand inquires with rigor. 
8 Although it is worthwhile to note Fuleihan ideas of tourism (1929). 
9 This was before Lebanon and Syria were cleaved and this area that today makes ups the core of this area of 
summering was called “Mount Lebanon” (which centers around the Metn) area. 
10 I have never seen the same poem expressed in Arabic.  I would say there was some connection with this and the 
earlier repeated (and well known)  Lalla Rookh (an oriental romance): “Now, upon Syria's land of roses / Softly the 
light of eve reposes, / And, like a glory, the broad sun / Hangs over sainted Lebanon; / Whose head in wintry 
grandeur towers, / And whitens with eternal sleet, / While summer, in a vale of flowers / Is sleeping rosy at his feet.” 
(Moore 1871: 132). Another version of this also notes the various ranges: "the first is fertile and abounding with 
grain and fruits; the second is barren and burnt; the third enjoys perpetual spring; and the fourth is covered with 
some for ever freezing” (Aiton: 1854: 293). 
11 Often through a sensuality of place in a patriarchal objectifying gaze. 
12 There is much more to be said, and explored on the rural/urban dynamic. Especially with the way in which rural 
connections were/are a fundamental part of Lebanese belonging, identity, political associations.  This rural/urban 
connection deserves more attention in terms of tourism. 
13 Built by the French company the Société Ottomane du Chemin de Fer Damas-Hama et Prolongements (see 
Bonine 1998). 
14 Sawda grossly overestimated that 100,000 travelers journeyed between Egypt and Lebanon in the year 1913-1914. 
(1919: 210) 
15 See almost all these guidebooks after 1930 for a general sense of enthusiasm around the automobile and its 
transformative possibilities.  Also ”tourism” in Haqqi is not clear if it as summering (( فايطصا  or tourism (( ةحايس , 
(See Issawi 1988: 85-86). 
16 For more on the relationship with Lebanon and the Mountains see Kaufman (2007 & 2003), Firro (2003), Shorrock 
(1968), and Khater (2001) 
17 Note the naming of many villages as “upper” and “lower” which was connected to agriculture & growing seasons. 
18 In the 17th and 18th centuries early “travel” wasn't about leisure, or how today we consider relaxation today, it 
was for literary, intellectual, and political motivations (Adler 1989). 
19 Given that leisure emerged as a “result of the disciplined and bounded work time created by capitalist production” 
it is thus tethered to labor, perhaps inversely, and regardless of how perversely (Adorno 2005: 187).  
20 In no small part, many of these summer/tourism infrastructural developments was funded by money from the 
Diaspora  
21 In the 1930’s there was a joint collaboration between the French Commission and the Directorate of Economic 
Affairs in Lebanon to encourage and develop “summering” (Al Hassan 1973). It was this same committee that was 
working to attract Egyptian and Iraqi nationals (Majallat al-Majma’ 1928). 
22 A stunning guidebook produced in 1935 attests to these markets by a twin Arabic/Hebrew version embossed with 
a gold cedar tree and produced by Dar al Khateeb (1935). 
23 The other Mediterranean port for oil was in Tripoli, north of Beirut, which received resources from Kirkuk, Iraq 
24 An economic journal from 1972 noted the huge prosperity tourism brought to Lebanon and the “increasing income 
of the oil producing countries as a result of the devaluation of the dollar” as well as the fact that most of Lebanon’s 
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“tourism” money comes from these high spenders from the Arabian Gulf (Economie 1972: 4-5).  Thus, oil, as a 
commodity through pipelines, its monetary value transferred into the regionally unrivaled growing banks in Lebanon, 
and the cash flowing from the pockets of visitors, was a huge windfall for the development of the summer, the winter, 
and the forthcoming era of “tourism.” 
25 Its worth noting that this guide book did include entries for Palmyra and Damascus but the vast majority were the 
hills around Beirut. 
26 While Edward Said was writing in the 1940s and 1950s, an extensive guidebook in Arabic from 1923 (Rizakallah) 
on Shweir centered on a similar sets of sensibilities 
27 In what was a common situation during this time, he noted that money from family members in the Diaspora was 
sent back to Lebanon for investment. Many times money was used for real estate, buildings, or a venture related to 
the fledgling tourism industry.  In the case of Trabulsi, his uncle died and there were 45 heirs for the hotel (Trabulsi 
1997). 
28 There are also many undeveloped threads of inquiry here, namely into the sonic realm through the summer. How 
the hotels, mountains, casinos produced a sonic aura as one of many senses.  I hope to think further about this in 
terms of materiality and sociality and what it means to listen during this time using such source material, especially 
thinking about the role of architecture in hearing. 
29 Also see Touma (1958) for his study of modernizing Hadeth which speaks to many of the same moments and 
outcomes. 
30 In this regard, these publications show Lebanon a site of many wants - but also as the fulfillment of what people 
desired to be, to experiences, and to have.  Mountain village were staging ground to temporary try on, act out, and 
consume modernity. The importance of these books, pamphlets, and advertisements were not just through their text, 
but also their imagery.  More and more picture periodicals were in mass circulation from the 1940’s onwards and 
this print culture produced a wide/rich visual language of Lebanon. 
31 Travel writing was also a way to conceptualize between Europe and the Middle East especially in the 
imperial/colonial shadow which visualized a metropole/periphery relationship in terms of geography, development, 
and ethics (Pratt 2007, Mitchell 1988). Much is written on Middle East travel literature from a critical approach, 
such as unpacking the construction of “Arabia” and “Orient” (Long 2014, Bahdad 1994). 
32 Previous called Castle Hotel Bemina Sofar 
33 The way in which BEAUTY was something cultivated in Lebanon is a much longer research project. Especially 
for how it was grafted onto the Female Lebanese body and the Lebanese nation. 
34 Many other cities in the Eastern Mediterranean were historically middle points, intermediaries for ideas, money, 
and bodies just like Beirut (Makdissi 2010).  Yet Beirut continued to become a “cosmopolitan” coastal city of the 
Eastern Mediterranean while Alexandria and Smyrna (Izmir) ceded control and dominance to their administrative 
capitals (Cairo and Istanbul).  Is it significant that Beirut was one of these important port cities but there was no 
other administrative capital to which to defer/fall back onto - besides Damascus?  
35 There is also much more to say regarding the development of the term tourism ( ةحایس ) versus summering 
( فایطصا ). 
36 (See appendix for a short section tracking the changing usage of playground as a term used through travel writing 
in sources from 1945-1976). 
37 A profoundly important point which cannot be addressed here is also how these materials feminized Lebanon.  The 
country was often framed as something to be taken, bought, or consumed because of “her” sensuousness. The country 
was continually referred to as innocent, pure, and soft and so this discussion of sexualization also rests on the way in 
which these sensualities (and sensibilities) made Lebanon into a feminized register.  This is another avenue for future 
direction and one that would have to be further explores to proper explore the provocation that frames this chapter. 
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